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IN

MEMORIAM

WILLIAM M. GOLDSMITH
1888-1955
William M. Goldsmith was born in 1888 in St. Francis, Arkansas. He died
suddenly on December 10, 1955.
He received the Ph.D. degree in
1920 and held professorships in various institutions, including the University of Dubuque, the University
Center in Atlanta where he was the
dean of the Day Division, and the
University of Wichita. At the time
of his death he was an associate
professor of biology at the University of Tampa. He bad done special
res,earch at Johns Hopkins University and the Marine Biology Laboratory.
Dr. Goldsmith was the author of
many scientific papers and of three
books, "Laws of Life," "Human
Poisons," and "Evolution and Christianity." His research on the "Catlin Mark" or bilateral fenestrae created much interest.
He belonged to numerous scientific organizations, including the Iowa
Academy of Science, American AsWIJliam M. Goldsmith
sociation of Zoologists, Eugenics
Research Association of America,
American Society of Mammalogists, American Society of Naturalists, American
Institute of Biological Sciences, Society of the Sigma Xi and the Florida Academy of Science. He was a past national president of Beta Beta Beta, an honorary society for biologists. He took an active interest in civic affairs and taught
the Men's Bible Class in the First Methodist Church of Tampa. He was also
a member of the Kiwanis Club and the Tampa Torch Club.
Dr. Goldsmith is survived by his widow, Mrs. Amy H. Goldsmith of Tampa;
a son, I. Dean Goldsmith of Tampa; three daughters, Miss Judith Ann Goldsmith of Tampa, Mrs. Robert Pittsinger of Hartford, Connecticut, and Mrs.
Karl Wilson of Albuquerque, New Mexico; three grandchildren, and two
brothers.
MRS. AMY H. GOLDSMITH
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ULRICH A. HAUBER
1885-1956
The Right Reverend Monsignor Ulrich A. Hauber, chairman of the division
of natural sciences and mathematics at St. Ambrose College, Davenport, Iowa,
and president of the Iowa Academy
of Science in 1955-1956, died unexpectedly on the evening of July 1,
1956, at the age of 71 years.
Monsignor Hauber was born June
28, 1885, in Wilburgstetten, Bavaria,
Germany. He came to Iowa at the
age of five, attended schools in Iowa
City, and graduated from St. Ambrose College in 1905. He then attended St. Francis Seminary, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he was
ordained a priest in 1908. After
studying at the University of Chicago, he went to the Catholic University of America where he received
his M.A. in biology in 1918. In 1924
he received his Ph.D. in zoology
from the University of Iowa.
Monsignor Hauber joined the faculty of St. Ambrose College in 1908,
following his ordination to the
priesthood. He served as instructor,
Ulrich A. Hauber
as registrar and, from 192 6-1930, as
president of the college; from 1930
until the time of his death he was head of the division of sciences. He was
elevated to the rank of Monsignor in 1937.
Although his work as priest and teacher has made his name legend at St.
Ambrose College, his influence was also nation-wide. He was, for many years,
actively interested in the rural life programs in the diocese of Davenport and
throughout the nation. He attended and participated in many workshops,
institutes and meetings and, in 1955, he received a distinguished service plaque
from the National Catholic Rural Life Conference.
Many magazine articles, papers and pamphlets came from his able pen. His
contributions were as versatile as his interests. Among them were many of a
philosophical nature such as "The Mechanistic Conception of Life"; "Mechanism and Teleology in Current Biology"; and "Evolution and Creation." In
the educational field he was co-author of "Textbook of Biology," and author
of "Essentials of Zoology." In addition he reported on the chironomids (Diptera), his favorite field of research. Monsignor Hauber described some new
species and also some previously unidentified stages in the life history of many
others. As historian for the college he wrote a monthly column of historical
notes entitled "In Retrospect" for the Ambrosian Alumnus and also published
"Oaks and Acorns," a booklet of historical notes on the college and its alumni.
At the time of his death he was preparing a new type laboratory manual for
use in high school biology classes.
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Monsi!(nor Hauber was a member of the Iowa Basic Science Board and of
the Davenport Chamber of Commerce. For 16 years he was a trustee of the
Davenport Public Museum. In addition he held membership in many learned
and professional societies and national organizations, among them: Sigma Xi,
The American Society of Zoologists, The Catholic Art Association, and the
Davenport Contemporary Club, of which he was president in 1931-1932.
It is difficult to assess adequately the virtues cf a man with such an unusual
record of distinguished service as that of Monsignor Hauber, but after his death
the Museum Quarterly, an organ of the Davenport Public Museum, published
an "In Memorium" which expresses well the feelings of those privileged to have
known Monsignor Hauber in daily association. By permission of its author,
Mr. Thomas Morrissey, of the biology staff at St. Ambrose College, I quote it
here:

"Any man who was loved as deeply as was Monsignor Hauber inevitably
becomes surrounded by myths and assumes an almost legendary character.
Actually, Monsignor Hauber was not a great scientist, but rather a great priest
and teacher. He was a 'Humanist' in the traditions of Erasmus and Thomas
More. He believed as firmly in the worth of every man as in the ability of
mankind to achieve, with the help of God, salvation. For him, science was an
aid in attaining that goal.
"The whole world was his laboratory. When a particular part of this world
claimed his interest, he would devote all his spare time to its study. Thus in
turn, he pursued the fields of botany, entomology, geology, microscopy, histology and heredity. He was a skilled writer and published many papers
throughout his lifetime.
"Men, when they spread their interests so widely, rarely become proficient in
any subject. Monsignor Hauber, however, became master of all which he
undertook.
"He was a great teacher. Yet, it is difficult to analyze the qualities which
made him great. He was sparing in praise; his students will well remember the
few words of commendation. His lectures were clear, but they were not brilliant. He lacked class-room idiosyncracies that become college traditions. His
enthusiasm, however, coupled with humility, reverence for life, and his insistence that the scientific certainties of today (however important and valuable) may be rejected tomorrow ... made him a revered man.
"Perhaps his greatest contributions as an educator were his writings during
those years when mention of the word 'evolution' provoked violent argument.
His knowledge in both philosophy and science precipitated no conflict between
scientific method and religious experience. For him, science and religion were
equally valid; it was self-evident that they complemented each other.
"Above all, he was human. His prejudices he freely admitted
ingly justified himself for entertaining them. He loved to fish,
grow things. Yet his humanity possessed him-possessed him
embracing love for God, for the world and all its creatures, and
his fellow human beings."
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ALBERT KUNTZ
1879-1957
Professor Albert Kuntz, director of the department of anatomy at St. Louis
University, died suddenly from coronary heart disease on January 19, 1957.
He was born at Batesville, Indiana, on March 19, 1879, but as a
boy he moved with his family to the
Ridgeway-Cresco district of northeastern Iowa. He began his collegiate education at Charles City College where he received the A.B.
degree in 1904. Since the close of
that school, the alumni lists were
transferred to Morningside College
of Sioux City and consequently he
is commonly listed as a graduate of
the latter college. Returning to his
alma mater he served as a professor
of natural science at Charles City
College from 1905 to 1908 and then
he entered the department of animal
biology at the State University of
Iowa where he successively served as
scholar (1908-1909), fellow (19091910), senior fellow (1910-1911) and
instructor (1911-1913). He received
his Ph.D. in 1910 and it was during
Albert Kuntz
this period of graduate and postgraduate studies that he published
his series of papers on the development of the autonomic nervous system in
various classes of vertebrates. In 1913 he went to St. Louis University as
assistant professor of biology and histology, but during the next five years in
addition to his teaching and his research he fulfilled the requirements as a
student in the school of medicine and received his M.D. degree in 1918. He
was appointed professor of microanatomy in 1919; and served as director of
that department from 1930-1946. Since 1946 he has been director of the department of anatomy.
Professor Kuntz, through all of his years as a student and as a teacher, never
lost sight of the significance of concentrated research and became an authority
on the morphology of the autonomic nervous system and its relation to physiology and clinical medicine. Two textbooks, numerous papers, reviews and
monographs are the records of all of these years of scientific research in this
one field for which he was so well known.
It seems appropriate, however, to emphasize in this record of his life, the
biological training and interest acquired in Iowa. He was an Iowan partly in
his raising and wholly in his education for the baccalaureate and doctoral degrees. He found his major research interest at the State University of Iowa.
65
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and while there many of the faculty .in the biological sciences influenced him
in establiShing his career. Mention should be made of those in the animal
biology division of the. zoological department, not only Professor Gilbert L.
Houser, who initiated and directed Professor Kuntz's first research, but especially Professor Frank A. Stromsten, whose friendship Professor Kuntz revered
throughout his life.
Although the autonomic system was his major interest, it should be noted
that Professor Kuntz probably never lost sight of other fundamental biological
problems and on occasion he returned to these interesting if brief interludes
from autonomic research.
He was mindful of anatomic variations, and the problems of metamorphosis
in amphibia intrigued him for a time. His studies of fish, espedally developmental, represent careful observations made while he was a visiting scientist
at the United States Fisheries Laboratory at Beaufort, North Carolina, and the
United States Fisheries Biological Station at Woods Hole, Massachusetts. Professor Kuntz made some of these studies while he was guest investigator at .the
Iowa Lakeside Laboratory, during the period that the laboratory was Ull.der
the directorships of Professor Robert B. Wylie. and Professor Stromsten. A list
of his publications that were printed in the Proceedings of this Academy and in
the University of Iowa Natural History Studies and especially other papers
which are of a non-autonomic nature are listed below.
Professor Kuntz was a kindly man, unassuming and quiet. He was also a
deeply religious man. He held the esteem of all who were his students, undergraduate OT graduate, and of all who came to seek his counsel.
In addition to his fundamental research on the autonomic nervous system,
he will be remembered for his efforts to train others as teachers and r,esearchers
in the general field of anatomy. Departments of anatomy in various parts of
the country include many ·of his former students.
He was a member of many scientific societies. In the Iowa Academy of
Science he became an associate in 1909, a fellow in 1911, and a life fellow in
1914.
He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Albert Kuntz (Emma Magdsick whom he
met at Charles City College where she was a teacher in the department of
music), and a daughter, Mrs. R. Hollis Hamstra of San Rafael, California, and
five grandchildren.
Funeral services were held in Charles City, Iowa, on January 21 and burial
was in the Charles City Cemetery.
1910 (1909), The migration of nervous elements into the dorsal and ventral
nerve roots of embryos of the pig. Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science
for 1909, 16: 217-2 20 and plate.
1913, The embryology and larval development of Bairdiella chrysura and Anchovia mitchilli. Bull. Bureau of Fisheries, 33, 3-19.
1913, Notes on the habits, morphology of the reproductive organs, and embry.ology of the viviparous fish Gambusia affinis. Bull. Bureau of Fisheries, 33,
181-190.
1914, Notes on the embryology and larval development of five species of teleostean fish!!S. Bull. Bureau of Fisheries, 34, 409-429.
1915 (with Lewis Radcliffe), Notes on the embryology· and larval development
of twelve teleostean fishes. Bull. Bureau of Fisheries, 35, 89-134.
1916, The histological basis of adaptive shades and colors in the -flounder, i'aralkhthys albiguttus. Bull. Bureau of Fisheries, 35, 5-28.
1916, A note on superfetation. Interstate Med. Journal, 23, 1-11.
1920, Retention of dead foetuses in utero and its bearing on the problems of
superfetation and superfecundation. Anat. Record, 17, 295-307.
1921, Degenerative changes in the seminal epithelium and associated hyper-
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plasia of the interstitial tissue in the mammalian testis. Endocrinology, 5,
190-204.
•
1922, A case of abdominal pregnancy with retention of dead fetuses in the rabbit. Anat. Record, 23, 237-239.
1922, The learning of a simple maze by the larvae of Ambystoma tigrinum.
University of Iowa Studies in Natural History, 10, 27-35.
1922, Metamorphic changes in the digestive system of Rana pipiens and Ambystoma tigrinum. University of Iowa Studies in Natural History, 10, 37-50.
1922 (with J. Zozaya), The feeding reactions of Ambystoma tigrinum (Green).
University of Iowa Studies in Natural History, 10, 51-60.
1922 (with J. Zozaya), Responses of the de-eyed larvae of Ambystoma tigrinum
to solid bodies. University of Iowa Studies in Natural History, 10, 61-65.
1922, Factors involved in the quantitative reduction of the tissues in the stomach and intestine in amphibian larvae during metamorphosis. Proc. Soc. Exp.
Biol. & Med. 20, 78-79.
1923, An instance of polymely in the frog. Proc. Iowa. Acad. Science, 30,
157-161.
1924, Anatomical and physiological changes in the digestive system during
metamorphosis in Rana pipiens and Ambystoma tigrinum. Journal Morph. 38,
581-598.
KERMIT CHRISTENSEN

LOWELL S. MILLER
1919-1955
Lowell S. Miller was born March 9, 1919, in Lehi, Utah, and made his home
in Provo where his father was head of the department of economics at Brigham
Young University. He married
Blanch Thomas on December 1,
1945. He had served with the U.S.
Army Weather Service from 1941 to
1946 and was captured on Bataan
on April 9, 1942; he spent 41 months
as a Japanese prisoner.
Mr. Miller received his bachelor
and master of arts degrees from
Brigham Young University in 1946
and 1947, respectively, and did graduate work at Stanford University
and the Universities of Illinois and
Iowa. He had been writing bis
thesis for his Ph.D. at the time of
his death. In 1950 he was a member
of the University of Illinois Museum's expedition to Venezuela. He
served as ranger naturalist for the
National Park Service prior to going
to Davenport, Iowa, as director of
the Davenport Public Museum. Mr.
Miller remained at the Davenport
Lowell S. Miller
Public Museum from 1951 until 1955
at which time he became director of
the Marathon County Historical Society and curator of the Museum at
Wausau, Wisconsin.
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Mr. Miller was active in many organizations. He was a member of the Iowa
Archaeological Society; the American Association of Museums; the Society of
Systematic Zoology; the Iowa, Illinois and Wisconsin Academies of Science;
and the American Association of Mammalogists. In 1954 his paper, "The
Present Status of Systematic Mammalogy in Iowa with Some Notes on Recent
Mammal Collecting within the State,'' was published in the Proceedings of the
Iowa Academy of Science.
Lowell Miller died on December 12, 1955, in St. Mary's Hospital, Rochester,
Minnesota, where he was taken on November 21. He is survived by his widow
and three children (the youngest, Lowell Scott, was born seven months after
his father's death). He is also survived by his mother and three sisters.
ANNA A. MIZENER

EVERETT DUDLEY PLA,SS

1886-1956
Everett Dudley Plass, M.D., was born in Poughkeepsie, New York, on May
6, 1886. He received a bachelor of arts degree from Colgate University in 1907
and his medical degree from Johns
Hopkins University in 1911. From
1911-1913 he served as an intern and
an assistant resident in the department of obstetrics of the Hopkins
Hospital. It was during these early
years at this institution that he became inspired by his ' teacher of obstetrics, Whitridge Williams, to follow a career in academic medicine.
In order to broaden his training, he
spent the year 1913-1914 in gynecolology at the Sloane's Hospital for
Women in New York City. He
returned to Hopkins in 1914 and
successively worked himself up from
the position of assistant to associate
professor in the department of obstetrics under the leadership and
training of Dr. Williams.
He was appointed obstetrician-inchief at Henry Ford Hospital in
1922 and remained with this instituEverett Dudley Plass
tion for four years. It was here that
he developed into a very capable
clinician, teacher and diagnostician. His aptitude for research, which had been
stimulated and encouraged by Dr. Williams, began to be productive of many
important observations and scientific data.
In 1926 he became professor and head of the department of obstetrics and
gynecology at the University of Iowa. Soon after coming to Iowa he functioned as superintendent of the University Hospitals for a short time and for
a while he was a member of a committee of three which took over the duties
of the deanship of the medical school. He developed a department of obstetrics
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and gynecology which became renowned for the training of students, interns
and residents. Many of his residents have become teachers in hospitals and
medical schools throughout the country or have developed very successful clinical practices.
Dr. Plass became a leader in many societies which gave his department a
national reputation. He was a member of the American Gynecological Society,
American Society of Obstetricians and Gynecological Surgeons, Chicago Gynecological Society, Detroit Obstetrical and Gynecological Society, American
Society for Biologic Chemists, Society of Experimental Biology and Medicine,
Central Association of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and the American Medical Association.
He was secretary of the section on obstetrics and gynecology of the American
Medical Association from 1934-1937 and was chairman from 1937-1938. He
was active in the organization of the Central Association of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists; being its first secretary from 1929-1933 and its president in 1934.
He was active in the organization of the American Board of Obstetrics and
Gynecology in 1930 and was one of its initial seven examiners.
He was for several years a member of the American Committee on Maternal
Health and Infant Hygiene, an organization which formulates standards for
good obstetrical care. He was instrumental in initiating the American Congress
of Obstetrics meetings which were national and international in character and
included doctors, nurses, health directors and other individuals who were interested in promoting good obstetrics and gynecology. He was a member of the
National Board of Medical Examiners for several years and was president of
the Subsidiary Board of the National Board of Medical Examiners at Iowa City.
During World War I he served as first lieutenant and captain in the Medical
Corps in the British and French Theaters of war. Following this he was sent
as a medical representative of the American Red Cross to Albania. It was here
he met an American nurse, Lillian Genrich, who later became his wife.
He was the author of numerous scientific articles in various medical and scientific journals. Most of his research war k was concerned with placental transmission, the toxemias of pregnancy, the etiology of thrush, and polyneuritis.
He was the author of "Obstetrics for Nurses,'' published in 1922.
He was extremely interested in the prevention of cancer and was instrumental
in organizing the Iowa Division of the American Cancer Society. He was later
elected a life-time director of this organization. At his last public appearance
in June, 1951, he was awarded a medal and citation for his outstanding work
in cancer control by the Iowa Division of the American Cane.er Society. He
was for several years the editor of the official bulletin of the Iowa Division,
"New Horizons." He, together with Dr. A. W. Erskine and Dr. F. P. McNamara, edited a "Cancer Manual" which was published by the Cancer Committee of the Iowa State Medical Society in 1937. Many copies of this manual
were distributed throughout the country to assist those people interested in the
treatment and control of cancer.
One of the honors bestowed upon Dr. Plass which he greatly enjoyed and
appreciated was the appointment in 1948 to serve on a medical mission to
Czechoslovakia. This mission was sponsored by the UNNRA and was charged
with the task of bringing the latest scientific developments in the field of medicine to this country which had been cut off from the rest of world by the
Second World War.
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Dr. Plass, because of ill health, was forced to give up his work at the State
University of Iowa Medical School in 1949 and he resigned as chairman of the
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology in 1951. He spent the later years of
his life in Saranac Lake, New York. He died August 17, 1956, at the age of 70
from the rupture of an aortic aneurysm. He will always be remembered as an
outstanding teacher and clinician, and for his untiring efforts in the field of
research and cancer prevention.

J.

H.

RANDALL

MERRILL ADDISON STAINBROOK
1897-1956
Merrill A. Stainbrook was born of pioneer stock at Brandon, Iowa, on February 27, 1897. Most of his childhood and boyhood were spent on a farm
near Brandon. He first attended
country school and then high school
at Brandon and LaPorte City. In
1916 he entered the State University
of Iowa at Iowa City. From September, 1918, to July, 1919, he served
in this country and overseas in the
Medical Corps of the United States
Army. At Iowa he took the B.A.
degree in 1921, the M .S. degree in
1922, and the Ph.D. degree in 1927,
all with majors in geology.
Although interested and trained in
all branches of geology, he specialized in paleontology and was best
known later for his work on the
stratigraphy and paleontology of the
Iowa Devonian.
After teaching zoology at the University of Tennessee in 1926-27, Dr.
Stainbrook joined the geological faculty of Texas Technological College
and except for a leave of absence in
Merrill Addison Stainbrook
1946-47 remained there until 1948.
In 1934 he advanced from assistant
professor to associate professor and in 1940 became a full professor. He taught
courses in paleontology mainly, but also conducted sections of freshman geology
and developed a course in stratigraphy. During this period he covered most of
the Southwest by car and often took students with him. In so far as possible
he avoided teaching in summer sessions and spent most of the summers in Iowa.
In 1948, being not in the best of health and having accumulated enough
financial resources for his simple needs, Dr. Stainbrook resigned his professorship
and returned to Iowa for the rest of his life.
During and following the Texas years, Dr. Stainbrook continued to work on
the Devonian formations of Iowa, especially on the Cedar Valley limestone and
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the Independence shale. There has been much difference of opinion concerning
the classification and correlation of these and other Devonian formations.
Through a vast amount of field and laboratory work, Stainbrook reached certain conclusions which he modified from time to time as new data appeared,
but for the most part he defended them vigorously. He published a dozen
papers on Cedar Valley and four on Independence fossils. Most of the work
was done on his own time and at his own expense, but intermittently he served
as consulting geologist to the Iowa Geological Survey on matters of Devonian
stratigraphy. In connection with this work he spent much time exploring for
new exposures of the Devonian formations and travelled extensively. Two trips
were made to Europe, chiefly for the study of Devonian fossils and many trips
to Missouri, Illinois, Michigan and other states.
Among the Devonian biologic forms the brachiopods are most important and
Stainbrook became something of a specialist on fossil brachiopods. His familiarity with these forms was recognized by his assignment to particpate in the
p~eparation of the brachiopod volume of the Treatise on Paleontology. At the
time of his death he was working on the Atryphacea and Rostrospiracea. In
all he published some 30 papers mostly in the American Midland Naturalist
and the Journal of Paleontology. His work on the Treatise probably explains
why no papers by Stainbrook appeared after 1951.
He was a fellow of this Academy, attended many of its meetings, and published several papers in its Proceedings. He was also a member of the American Association of Petroleum Geologists, the American Paleontological Society,
the Geological Society of America, Phi Beta Kappa, Sigma Xi, and the Society
of Economic Paleontologists and Mineralogists.
In connection with his work in Iowa, Texas and elsewhere, Stainbrook accumulated large collections of fossils and also a library of considerable size.
Both collections including type sµecimens and library have been donated by
Merrill's brothers and sister as a Memorial to the Department of Geology at.
the State University of Iowa.
After his return from Texas, Dr. Stainbrook, in addition to his scientific
work, engaged in a number of extra-professional activities that seem to have
been of little interest to him before. Perhaps he just had not had time while
teaching. H;e became a 32nd Degree Mason, in almost record time, and joined
the Odd Fellows and Rebeccas. He was a member of the Methodist Church and
of the American Legion. He became a leader of a Boy Scout troop. He drew
and painted pictures, wrote poetry, collected stamps and coins, wove baskets,
worked in brass and aluminum, experimented with archery, gathered mushrooms, and cut and polished minerals and rocks. Winters wer.e spent mostly in
a house trailer in Florida or California. Early in 1956 a month was spent in
Hawaii.
Merrill Stainbrook was quiet, somewhat shy, retiring and unassuming. He
was never married. For years before his mother's death in 1956, she and he
lived together either at Lubbock or in the old family home at Brandon. After
his retirement he lived alone in the original family farmhouse a few miles south
of Brandon. He was not at all unfriendly, but had few close friends.
Although he made little of it, even in conversation with his brothers, it now
appears that Merrill's health had been far from good for some time. He was
attended by Iowa physicians and went through the Mayo Clinic at Rochester,
Minnesota. Early in July, 1956, he started alone on a trip to Washington,
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D. C., to confer with a colleague at the Smithsonian Institution, after which he
planned to make a geological field trip to the outer part of the Gaspe Peninsula. As was his custom he made no reservation at a Washington hotel, but
registered at a small hotel at Frederick, Maryland, about 40 miles from Washington. It had evidently been his intention to drive on to Washington the next
day. But on the morning of July 11 he was found dead in his hotel room. A
postmortem indicated a coronary occlusion as the cause of death. Thus ended
the life of a sincere, capable, useful scientist, and lovable but probably a somewhat lonely man.
A. c. TROWBRIIX:E

GEORGE WALTER STEWART
18 76-1956
George Walter Stewart, professor emeritus of physics at the State University
of Iowa, died on August 16, 1956, six months after his 80th birthday and shortly after completing 47 years on the
faculty of the university.
He was born on February 22,
1876, in St. Louis, Missouri, and attended public schools in Sedalia,
Carthage and Kansas City, Missouri,
where he graduated from high
school. He entered DePauw University in 1893 and received the B.A.
degree in 1898. He started graduate
study at Cornell University in that
same year and was the recipient of
the Ph.D. degree in 1901. He remained at Cornell as an instructor
until the fall of 1903. He then
served as assistant professor (190304) and professor ( 1904-09) at the
University of North Dakota. In
1909 he was appointed to the headship of the department of physics
at the State University of Iowa, a
position which he held until his retirement to emeritus status in 1946.
George Walter Stewart
During his whole career, Professor
Stewart was active in research. His
earliest work was in radiation, but about 1910 he turned his attention to the
then little cultivated field of acoustics. He was the author of numerous publications and became a leader in the subject. His most important contribution was
the invention of the acoustic filter. The theory for such filters and the experimental tests on three types were presented in an article in The Physical Review
in 1922. He continued in acoustics for some years, but starting in 1928, his
chief endeavor was to understand liquid structure on the basis of the diffraction
on X-rays by liquids. By 1940 about 30 papers on liquid structure had been
published. He was also the author of about a dozen essays having to do with
the teaching of phy11ics and with non-technical aspects of physics. Two text-
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books stand to his credit, "Introductory Acoustics" (1933) and "Acoustics"
( 1930, with R. B. Lindsay).
Soon after Professor Stewart's arrival at Iowa the department began to
stress graduate work. Only two advanced degrees (M.S.) had been awarded
prior to 1909. In 1910 the first Ph.D. in physics was conferred. By 1946 about
70 Ph.D. degrees and more than l.SO M.S. degrees had been earned by graduate
students.
In his later years, when the urge to do scientific research had perhaps lessened, he founded the Iowa Colloquium of College Physicists. After retirement
this became his major professional interest. Into it he put all his energy and
drive, striving to make every meeting surpass the preceding ones. Many of the
more than one hundred physicists who converged on our campus every June
for this meeting were former students of Professor Stewart, but all were made
to feel his warm welcome and his personal interest in their problems and
achievements. He encouraged active participation in the Colloquium by including "Round Tables" and discussions each year to supplement the formal lectures, and by means of an exhibit consisting of numerous experimental and
other devices. An evening was devoted to viewing this exhibit and prizes were
awarded as determined by vote of the members of the Colloquium. Although
he was hospitalized for six weeks prior to the June, 1956, meeting, it was held
as scheduled, and Professor Stewart was present to greet everyone and to
"attend" the meetings by means of a public address system set up in his office.
He had moreover nearly completed the program for the 1957 Colloquium at the
time of his death.
Professor Stewart was a nationally known physicist and received many
honors in recognition of this fact. Among these may be mentioned three honorary doctor of science degrees: DePauw University 1928, the University of
Pittsburgh 1931, and Kalamazoo College 1949. In 1942 he received the Oersted
Medal of the American Association of Physics Teachers, awarded yearly to an
outstanding teacher of physics. He took an active part in professional societies
and served as president of three of these: The Iowa Academy of Science, the
American Physical Society and The Society of The Sigma Xi. In 1938 he
received the special distinction of election to the National Academy of Sciences.
He was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, and of several professional societies including the American Physical Society, Optical Society of
America, Acoustical Society of America, American Association of Physics
Teachers and the Society for Promotion of Engineering Education.
While a graduate student at Cornell University, Professor Stewart met and
became engaged to Zella Mildred White, a medical student in the university.
He and "Dr. Zella" were married in 1904. Their forty years of marriage are
related with great insight and tenderness in a biography which he prepared
after her death in 1943·. They had one son, Rodney Cromwell Stewart, who is
now a resident of Iowa City.
A special interest of Professor Stewart's was the university's inter-religious
School of Religion. He was active in the organization of the school, served on
the board of trustees for over twenty-five years and was president of the board
at the time of his death.
While Professor Stewart was a tireless wo;·ker and got great. satisfaction out
of keeping occupied, he nevertheless found time. to become an enthusiastic golfer
and took time off for several extensive tours. The first and longest was a five
month's cruise in 1932 with "Dr. Zella," which took them to many countries of
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the world and from which they returned with a host of pleasant memories and
many souvenirs. In the summer of 1935 they visited South America and in
1938 they took a European tour, visiting France, England, Holland and the
Scandinavian countries, Many visitors in Professor Stewart's home have enjoyed his descriptions of their travels and impressions of other lands.
During the half century that Professor Stewart taught, physics in America
and particularly in our Midwest developed from a state of infancy to its present
maturity. He obtained his degree at Cornell University only two years after
the founding of th!( American Physical Society. Professor Stewart was possessed by a compulsion to make physics achieve greatness in Iowa and throughout the plains states. Because of his own research, because of his enthusiasm,
because of his ability to make friends in the nineteen tens and twenties he
emerged as a leader among the physicists of the Midwest. He stoutly upheld
the doctrine that personal originality and creativeness are the highest level of
intellectual activity and he sought above all else to encourage the development
of these qualities by his students, by his colleagues and by his associates in all
walks of life, however humble or however lofty.
Throughout his latter years he inspired all who knew him with his practical
demonstration of how to grow old while still retaining the high spirits and
unquenchable enthusiasm of his youth. He will be remembered as a dynamic
personality and a source of inspiration to all who knew him.

E. P.
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HALVER R. STRAIGHT

1882-1956
Halver R. Straight, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lee Smith Straight, was born in
El Paso, Illinois, on August 24, 1882,- and died at the age of 72 on September
28, 1956 . .
The S_t~aight family moved to
Fonda, Iowa, when Halver .was ten
years old .. Here he finished his .high
school education and enrolled at
Grinnell College. Later .orl he
changed to the University'·'of Iilinofa
where he ~ajor'ed in mech imical
engineering and took all of th,i?'s.cience courses available. At the university also, he met his future wife,
Ethel Hoge. They were ma'rried in
1909 and theii" family consisted of a
son, Lee, and two daughters, Betty
and Dorothy.
·
After graduation from the univer-·
sity, Halver moved to Adel,; Iowa,
where his father had purchased the.
Dallas County Clay Products ' <:om~
pany. While manager of this plant;
Halver began his activ~ career'.' by
promoting the building of brick
homes for the employees of the cb'niHalver R. Straight
pany and these homes were sold to
them on easy terms. He invented
and manufactured pugmill knives and other devices used in the making of
brick and tile. At the time of his death, Halver had invented and held patents
on eighty-seven tools and instruments used in the manufacture of clay products.
During these busy years the Straight Engineering plant was set up in Adel
and the Iowa Soya Bean Plant was established at Redfield. The Adel Clay
Products Company was sold and Halver headed a similar plant in Redfield
where brick and other clay products were manufactured. Halver's son, Lee,
managed a Centerville, Iowa, company making clay products. Halv;r's son-inlaw, Donald Ogg, took over the Soya Bean Plant in Redfield and Halver sold
the clay products company at Redfield and then turned his energies to developing and manufacturing a machine which would unload a carload of grain in a
matter of minutes by raising and tilting it. This was primarily for use at the
Soya Bean plant. A building went up and the actual manufacturing of the
Sequensomatic car dumper began in January, 1953. At the ·time of Halver's
death, two Sequensomatic car dumpers had been installed in Ohio and in'
Washington and other_ orders had been received. Lee Straight sold his Centerville company and moved to Adel to take over his father's work.
Socially too, Halver Straight was a busy and active man . . He was past chairman and director of the National Structural Clay Products Association and
0
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director of the Iowa division. He was a member of the American Ceramics
Society and of the lubrication committee, the British Clay Workers Association
and of many other organizations dealing with the clay industry. Locally he
was active in the Chamber of Commerce, a charter member of the Adel Rotary
Club, member of the Scottish Rite and Za-Ga-Zig Temple of the Shrine, elder
and teacher in the Christian Church and leader in many other activities. His
greatest pleasure in life was keeping busy at some task which would benefit
the community and the people around him. When one project was successfully
launched and put into capable hands, another would be started.
To complete this remarkable man's character was his love of animals which
included a dog, several cats and a huge tortoise named Socrates, his love of
music which is noticeable in the fact that he learned to play the cello in his
late sixties. He loved children and enjoyed the company of his grandchildren
especially. His main hobby was collecting minerals, gems, fossils and Indian
artifacts. His collecting days started when he was four years old and in his
large collection of today you can still see a small piece of Catlinite or Indian
pipestone as it is commonly called, which he picked up in an old Indian quarry
as a tiny boy. His present collection was built around a nucleus of a mineral
collection purchased in 194 7. Cabinets were built in his new home and fine
additions were made to this display. As the mineral collecting hobby grew in
popularity so Halver's collection grew and his acquaintances became more numerous over the country-he shared his enthusiasm as well as his specimens. He
was a long-time member of the Central Iowa Mineral Society. When the first
national convention of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies was
held in Denver, Colorado, in 1948, Halver filled his station wagon with other
collectors and went to Denver. Therealiter he attended, if not all, nearly all of
the conventions from one end of the country to the other. He accepted offices
in these federations and took an active part iii their meetings. Always he took
club members with him to these shows and many times he took a part of his
fine collection to display to help make the show a success. He won many ribbons on his exhibits, but these were not nearly as important to him as were
the personal contacts-the new friends and the ideas he brought back with him.
In the last few years he began to specialize in petrified woods and soon amassed
a large collection of many varieties. This collection was taken to Rapid City,
South Dakota, for the Gem and Mineral Show in June of 1956 and received
special notice in the local paper. In July of 1956 he took the same collection
to the national convention of Mineralogical Societies in St. Paul, Minnesota,
and again exhibited them. The Earth Science magazine wrote: "The petrified
wood collection of H. R. Straight of Adel, Iowa, one of the finest in the country, attracted much attention. It deserved a blue ribbon, but did not receive
one due to the fact that no provision had been made in the program for judging this classification. The collection, weighing over 500 pounds and containing
over 40 different species, consisted of natural sections, polished slabs, book ends,
etc., and will long be remembered, not only for its great beauty, but also for its
educational value."
In the spring of 1956, Halver Straight was instrumental in bringing to Iowa
Dr. C. W. Arnold of the University of Michigan, a leading Paleobotanist, to
identify and study the huge fossils uncovered in the strip mine on the John M.
Barnett farm near Knoxville, Iowa. Also in this period he was interested in
the Paul Hawbaker find of pits along the river northwest of Adel. Here was
evidence of ancient Indian life, a barbecue pit, bones and other items appearing
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to be, perhaps, 1,500 years old, and Halver assisted in getting the carbon
dating of the ash content of the pits and in other ways helped Mr. Hawbaker
in the exploration and development work. Halver traveled a great deal and
always took samples of Iowa prehistoric excavations to the scientists back east
or carried mineral specimens to give to another collector and occasionally to
trade. Often he traded fine wood with another collector, thus adding new
species to his own collection.
Late in September, 1956, Halver drove up through Wisconsin and on to
northern Michigan with two or three other collectors he had picked up en
route. They enjoyed some field collecting and visited friends for a week. He
drove home with his car full of nice minerals and had a good night's rest, but
complained the next morning of not feeling too well. The end came suddenly
without pain or suffering and this fine man was taken from us. His death was
a deep shock to all of his friends over the country and he will be missed greatly.
The world badly needS men like Halver Straight. He was a fine person and an
outstanding citizen of this state.
Halver R. Straight is survived by his wife, his son, Lee, his daughters, Mrs.
Donald Ogg of Adel and Mrs. Erwin Bentz of Washington, Illinois, as well as
seven grandchildren and three sisters, Mrs. Gladys Wood of Fonda, Mrs. Fleta
Myers of Ithaca, New York, and Mrs. Ina Holtzman of Laguna Beach, California.
At the time of his death, Mr. Straight had been planning to build a museum
in Adel for his collection and for the antiques of Dallas County. These plans
had not matured as yet and his collection was willed to the Central Iowa
Mineral Society.
DOROTHY L, HAYS (MRS. R. G. HAYS)
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LEROY D. WELD
1880-1956
Leroy D. Weld was born in Cresco, Iowa, on March 6, 1880. Both of his
parents were teachers in the public school system. His father later became
superintendent of schools in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa. He had two brothers,
one of whom became head of the
department of mathematics at the
State University of Iowa. Dr. Weld
attended fhe high school at Nevada,
Iowa, and the State University of
Iowa where he received his bachelor's degree in 1899, his M.S. in
1902, and his Ph.D. in 1922. Following graduation he accepted a position teaching at the Iowa City
Academy and later taught in the
high school at Clinton, Iowa.
In 1902 he was appointed professor of mathematics and astronomy
at Coe College. Later he organized
the department of physics and continued in this capacity for 43 years,
becoming professor emeritus in 1945.
Retirement merely meant a change
in his activities. He became research
director at Turner Electronics ComLeroy D. Weld
pany until the end of the war. In
1951 the Merriam Publishing Company ap'J)ointed him mathematics and physics editor for the third edition of
Webster's International Dictionary. This work kept him in Springfield, Massachusetts, until November, 1955, when failing health caused him to resign and
return to Iowa. He died on December 27, 1956, at his home in Cedar Rapids.
A personal diary was one of Professor Weld's hobbies. He began writing it
in 1902 and continued it for 55 years. There is an entry for June 24, 1903,
stating that on that day Lulu Graff had become his bride. Later items record
the birth of two daughters; Rose Esther, who died in 1948, and Mrs. Karl
Swanberg of Mount Vernon, Iowa. Mrs. Weld died in 1953.
Professor Weld was a member of Phi Kappa Phi, Sigma Xi, The American
Physical Society, and the American Acoustical Society. He became an active
member of the Iowa Academy of Science in 1904 and was president of the Academy in 1927. He was an elder of the First Presbyterian Church in Cedar Rapids
for many years.
In addition to publishing some 25 articles in various journals, Doctor Weld
was author of four books. Two of them were physics textbooks, one was a
mathematics text and the fourth was a glossary of physics sponsored by the
National Research Foundation and the American Physical Society. He was a
contributing editor for the physics section of Van Nostrand's Science Encyclo-
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pedia and was one of a group of scientists who translated the three volumes of
Helmholtz' "Physiological Optics."
Doctor Weld possessed two unusual talents. One was the gift of simplicity of
language in both writing and speaking. This ability was based on precision in
the use of words. The other gift was a gentle, friendly personality that permitted no barriers in the teacher-student relationship. This combination made
him a truly great teacher who was always more concerned with the student
than with the subject. He will be remembered by his many students and associates as an outstanding teacher and a beloved friend.
He received the degree of doctor of science at Coe College in 194 7 at which
time the following citation was read: "His diligence as a scholar and his unswerving devotion to the highest standards of academic perfection and Christian
conduct have been potent factors in the growth of Coe College."
ALFRED W. MEYER
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GUY WEST WILSON
1877-1956
Guy West Wilson died in Des Moines, Iowa, on April 10, 1956, after a long
and varied career. Born in Hamilton County, Indiana, on June 19, 1877, he
attended DePauw University where
he received his bachelor's degree in
science in 1902 and his master of
arts degree in 1903. He then took a
position as professor of biology at
Mount Union College where he
served one year. The following year
he taught high school in Indiana
before going to Purdue where he
received his master of science degree
in 1906. From Purdue he went to
the New York Botanical Garden,
serving as aide 1906-07. While there
he made his classical studies on the
Peronosporales, which were published
in the Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical Club. He never lost his interest
in this group of parasitic fungi and
continued his studies throughout the
succeeding years. From the Garden
he went to Upper Iowa University
as professor of biology and then to
the Agricultural Experiment Station
Guy West Wilson
at Raleigh, North Carolina, where
he was associated with Dr. F. L.
Stevens at a time when the latter was preparing his monumental work on
"Fungi which cause plant disease." From North Carolina, he went to the State
University of Iowa where he served two years as mycologist and plant pathologist before he went to Clemson College in 1918 as associate botanist and plant
pathologist. In 1919 Wilson returned to Iowa as professor of biology at Upper
Iowa University. After eight years he transferred to Penn College where he
remained until 1930, at which time he retired to undertake private research.
He was a field agent with the Bureau of Plant Industry of the United States
Department of Agriculture in 1913, 1914 and 1917, doing survey work on the
diseases of chestnut, cotton and wheat rusts. He spent his declining years in
and around Des Moines, for a time serving as custodian of the Walnut Woods
State Park.
Mr. Wilson was an essentially lonely man; however, his few friends were
very loyal to him. Unfortunately they were widely scattered and thus prevented from giving the friendly support that would have been his under other
circumstances.
JOSEPH

c.

GILMAN
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Some Conservation Needs in Iowa
As Expressed By A
National and State-wide Survey
By BRUCE F. STILES
The needs of man a.re obviously altered by time, place, and environment; and less obviously altered by many other factors. In
fact, need cannot exist alone, but by its very nature it must be qualified either expressed or understood. We may say man needs air,
water and food. In this statement the modification is understood.
It is to sustain life for any protracted period of time with other con,ditions being normal.
It seems to me that under normal conditions of life and in order
to improve our society we must be most concerned with the needs
of man that contribute to a full, enjoyable, and useful life. Without
modification man's needs are exceedingly great, and since the beginning his needs have continued to increase and as our civilization
becomes more and more complex his needs will not only increase,
but they will be altered in their relative importance. This has happened to a considerable extent within the last generation, and it is
to be regretted that the average person is so slow to comprehend it.
As an example, the need for food among our pioneer forefathers was
extremely high. To work from dawn until dark to supply this need
was accepted as an exemplary practice. To do otherwise or to divert
land suitable for crops to any other use was generally condemned.
This concept of need has been so deeply engrained in the consciousness of Iowans that a large part of our population still clings to it in
thought, if not in practice.
What are our needs now to enjoy a full life in Iowa. and what are
their relative importance? This I am not qualified to answer, nor
will I attempt it. Certainly, to some extent our needs are important
or unimportant in the ratio of their abundance or the ease with
which they may be attained. Our need for air to sustain life has
under normal conditions never changed, but because of the abundance
and availability few people have ever rated it high.
Now with crop price supports and the land bank program, perhaps
we should change our concept of the importance of using our efforts
and our land for the production of food only. Science and technology have so improved our ability and the time required to adequately
supply our normal physical needs that they have here in Iowa almost
without our being conscious of it slipped into a relatively lower position. The general public, however, does not yet seem to be fully
81
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